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" year, you answered in a manner which did nol satisfy my wishes,     fn acce-
" ding to my request, you will lay me under a deep obligation (10)."    1 shall here
give a part of az-Zamakhshari's reply, and were I not unwilling to lengthen this
article, I would give both the request and the answer:  " 1, amongst the illustrious
" learned, am like a dim star amongst the luminaries of the heavens;  like a
" cloud devoid of rain compared with those of morning which cover the plains
" and the hills with their fertilizing showers; like the race-horse distanced by his
" competitors; like the kite among the nobler birds.    To entitle a man the very
tl learned [alldma] is like placing the points on the aldma (11).    Learning is a city
" which none can enter but by knowledge acquired from books or oral transmission;
" these are its two gates, and at either I should appear with a very slight stock of
" acquirements, and (in that place] my shadow (appearance) would be even less than
" that of a pebble (in the plain).    As for the knowledge I have acquired from oral
" transmission, I derived it from a low and shallow source (12), and it cannot be
" traced up to men versed in erudition or illustrious for talent; as for the know-
" ledge I have acquired from books, it is the residue of a bottle and not great
" enough to reach the mouth; a slight drop, insufficient to wet the lips."    Further
on he says, mentioning at the same time the pieces of verse composed in his praise
by poets and men of talent; pieces which it is unnecessary to reproduce : *' Let not
" the words of such a one or of such a one respecting me lead thee into delusion,
" for that proceeded from their being deceived by the varnished exterior (of my re-
" putation) and from their ignorance of my foul interior; and perhaps they might
" have been led into error by the good services which they saw me render to the
" true believers, by my extreme condescension for those who sought instruction,
" by my disinterested conduct towards them, by the kindness and the favours which
" I bestowed on them, by my independent spirit which scorned worldly cares, by
" my attending to my own concerns and avoiding to meddle in those of others.    I
** may have thus appeared a great man in their eyes, and they, being mistaken as to
" my real worth, attribute to me (virtues) which I have not the slightest right to
4< claim.   In saying this, I do not mean to depreciate my real merit nor act accord-
" ing to the saying of al-Hasan al-Basri (vol I. p. 370) who observed, in allusion to
" Abu Bafcr's addressing (the Moslims] in these words: / have become yow chief\ but
" lam not the best of you (13), that it was the duty of the true believer to depre-
" ciatehis own merits. 1 (This is by no means my case)\ I only tell the truth to one